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COUNTRY LOCAL GOVERNMENTS — BETTER PRACTICE REVIEW PROGRAM 
Statement by Minister for Local Government 

MR A.J. SIMPSON (Darling Range — Minister for Local Government) [9.07 am]: Since 2013, the 
Liberal–National government has provided more than $10 million from the country local government fund to 
strengthen governance, transparency, accountability and service provision in country local governments. 
While a small number of local governments fail to meet their statutory obligations, the majority of country 
local governments look at how they can better plan for new community facilities and services in the future. 
The integrated planning and reporting framework is a key achievement of the Liberal–National government 
and has increased the number of local governments with long-term asset and financial plans from less than 20 
per cent to 80 per cent. We have also made a significant investment to support local governments in managing 
their facilities, from recreation centres to libraries, and in ensuring that they can afford to deliver an increasing 
variety of services, from waste collection to aged-care facilities. 
The better practice review program provides local governments with the opportunity to identify areas for 
improvement and to showcase innovative projects. I would like to make a special mention of the shires of 
Broomehill–Tambellup, Toodyay, Morawa, Irwin, Northam, Esperance, Wyalkatchem and Broome, and the 
towns of Narrogin and Port Hedland, which have all volunteered to be part of the better practice review 
program. These reviews have identified that those local governments that demonstrate good practice have 
a great workplace culture and, even more importantly, focus on listening and responding to what their 
community is telling them. 
The Liberal–National government, through the country local government fund, has also invested more than 
$1.5 million to deliver training to country elected members. Since that training started, there has been 
a 100 per cent increase in the number of councillors choosing to do their diploma of local government, and 
many of those councillors are from regional areas. 
Over the next two years, the new country local government fund projects will provide an even greater range of 
programs to strengthen council accountability and performance. Three key focus areas are identifying 
strategies for local governments to better balance revenue constraints with increasing demand for a wider 
range of community services; supporting innovation in community development and promoting closer links 
between local government and community organisations; and supporting young leaders in local government, 
plus encouraging more young people to stay in the regions through the creation of entry-level positions in 
country local governments. These initiatives are fundamental to the government’s commitment to strengthen 
the local government sector in WA and to better outcomes for residents and ratepayers. 
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